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HUGE  GRAIN  HANDLING  FACILITIES  WITH  ADEQUATE  TRACKAGE 


THE  ELKS’  AUDITORIUM,  with  the  Fire  Hall  and  Tower  in  the  Background 


TOWN  OF  PROVOST 


LOCATION 

Section  17-39-2-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  7.  This  location  is  197  miles 
East  of  Edmonton  Highway  No.  13  and  on  the  main  line  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  from  Edmonton  to  Winnipeg,  midway  between  Sask- 
atoon and  Edmonton. 

POPULATION 

Trading  area  population  7311  - 1951  census 

Village  population  676  - 1951  census 

Town  population  in  1956  868  - 1956  census 

TRADING  AREA 

On  the  north  for  20  miles. 

On  the  west  for  30  miles 
On  the  south  for  25  miles 
On  the  east  for  35  miles 

ALTITUDE 

2189’ 

TEMPERATURE 

Mean  Summer  Temperature  56° 

Mean  Winter  Temperature  18° 

Mean  Annual  Temperature  34° 

Note:  These  averages  are  estimated  from  data  taken  from  the  closest 
weather  station. 

RAINFALL 

Average  Rainfall  10.08  inches 
Annual  Snowfall  36.0  inches 
Annual  Precipitation  13.68  inches 

Note:  These  averages  are  estimated  from  data  taken  from  the  nearest 
weather  station. 


GEOLOGY 

The  bedrock  of  this  area  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  is  the  Belly 
River  formation  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  period.  This  formation  is  a 
series  of  light  colored  sandstones  and  shale.  This  horizon  in  other  parts 
of  the  Province,  includes  dinosaur  beds  and  coal  seams. 

SOIL 

The  soil  profile  in  the  Provost  district  is  in  the  Dark  Brown  Zone 


LATITUDE 

52/21 


LONGITUDE 

110/15 


Soil  Profile 


In  the  normal  profile,  the  surface  (A)  horizon  averages  about  seven  in- 
ches in  depth  and  is  dark  brown  in  color.  The  (B)  horizon  is  brownish, 
and  the  lime  layer  (Bca)  is  found  usually  at  depths  of  20  to  24  inches 
below  the  surface.  In  this  zone  as  in  other  zones,  the  (B)  horizon,  hav- 
ing received  some  finer  material  from  the  (A) , is  usually  somewhat  heav- 
ier and  more  compact  than  the  (A)  horizon. 

Fertility 

Moisture  continues  to  be  the  principal  limiting  factor  in  crop  production. 
Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  low  in  Nitrogen  and  organic  matter,  but 
are  higher  in  these  constituents  than  soils  of  the  brown  zone. 

Vegetation 

Chiefly  short  grass  prairie.  The  grass  makes  a denser  cover  and  taller 
growth  than  in  the  brown  zone. 

Land  Use 

Only  the  better  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable.  The  remainder  gen- 
erally is  good  pasture  land.  Wheat  is  grown  almost  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  crops.  Cropping  practices  must  provide  for  conservation  of  mois- 
ture and  control  of  soil  drifting.  The  best  quality  wheat  in  the  Province 
is  grown  in  this  and  the  other  grassland  zones. 

HISTORY  HIGHLIGHTS 

PROVOST  was  named  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

Old  timers  in  the  district  were:  P.  O.  Foss,  J.  Brue,  G.  Seath,  J.  B.  Seath, 
W.  Ironfield,  E.  A.  Larson,  H.  Briggenshaw,  W.  Robb,  E.  W.  Theaker,  A. 
Powell  and  D.  Johnstone. 

Pioneer  storekeepers  were  Foss  and  Brue  who  conducted  their  first 
business  in  a tent.  Agar  Drug  Store  was  another  of  the  earliest  business 
places. 

In  1908  the  Methodist  church  was  built  (Mr.  River  and  Mr.  Woodsworth 
serving  as  ministers)  and  in  the  same  year  the  Angican  church  was 
built  (Rev.  Myers,  Minister).  In  1910  the  Catholic  church  was  built 
with  Father  Fornar  in  charge. 

Settlers  came  to  North  Battleford  by  rail  and  from  there  to  Provost 
oy  team,  horseback  or  on  foot. 

The  first  newspaper,  “The  Provost  Star”,  commenced  publishing  in  1910. 
Schumacher  & York,  publishers.  In  19C8  the  Canadian  Bank  of  Com- 
merce opened  a branch  under  the  managership  of  I.  Gordon.  After  a few 
months  Mr.  Gordon  was  replaced  by  F.  W.  West. 

The  first  school  was  opened  1908  - H.  E.  McFall,  teacher.  P.  O.  Foss  was 
the  first  postmaster  in  the  village. 


With  the  extension  of  the  railroad  to  Provost  in  1909  settlers  came  by 
trainloads,  and  farms  and  homesteads  were  in  great  demand  in  the 
district. 

Provost  was  incorporated  as  a Village  on  January  24,  1910.  N.  A.  Kilburn 
was  mayor  and  councillors  were  John  Campbell  and  G.  McNeil. 

Provost  was  incorporated  as  a town  in  December  1952. 


LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Provost  is  a clean  and  orderly  town  with  cement  sidewalks  and  paved 
and  dust-proof  gravel  roads.  The  district  is  noted  for  its  rich  farmlands. 

Bilberry  Lake  which  is  a provincial  park,  is  28  miles  northeast  of  the 
town.  Summer  cottages  line  the  shore  and  good  trout  fishing  can  be 
found  for  the  fishermen. 

Czar  Lake,  30  miles  west  of  Provost,  also  supplies  holiday  needs  for  the 
townsfolk. 

The  hunter  can  find  a plentiful  supply  of  ducks  and  geese  in  the  district 
during  hunting  season. 

Education  buildings  have  been  enlarged  and  facilities  are  provided  for 
grades  1 to  12. 

Average  rent  for  a five  room  house,  with  electricity  and  water  is  $50  per 
month. 

Value 

Number  of  building  permits  issued  during  1954  22  $178,150 

Number  of  building  permits  issued  during  1955  12  76,050 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a council  consisting  of  a mayor  elected  for  a 
two  year  term  and  six  councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three  year 
term. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  carries  out  the  policy  set  by  the  Council. 
Foreman  of  Public  Works. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Department 

LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings,  or  removal  of  buildings  must  be 
approved  by  the  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

The  Electrical  Code  conforms  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 
Ffre  Prevention  by-law. 

The  Alberta  Public  Health  Regulations  govern  the  Sanitary  By-laws. 

The  town  is  policed  by  its  own  constable. 

The  rural  districts  are  policed  by  a constable  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Mounted  Police. 

Garbage  is  collected  twice  weekly. 


FIRE  PROTECTION 


The  Fire  Brigade  consists  of  a paid  fire  chief  and  twenty-five  volunteer 
firemen  who  receive  remuneration  for  fighting  fires. 

Equipment: 

One  1949  two-ton  Dodge  truck  with  a 680  gal.  water  tank  and  with  an 
American  Marsh  pump  mounted  on  front  of  truck.  The  pump  has  a cap- 
acity of  500  gallons  at  a 150  lb.  pressure  per  minute.  Two  fog  nozzles. 
Trailer  type  centrifugal  pump  with  rated  capacity  of  500  American  gal- 
lons at  120  lbs.  pressure  per  minute,  a 2V2-in.  fog  nozzle  connected. 

A 1947  Dodge  hose  truck. 

1450  feet  2V2-inch  hose. 

300  feet.  1%-inch  hose. 

6 play  pipes 

Two  2V2-inch  Y connectors  with  gate  valves. 

1 hose  clamp. 

1 large  C02  fire  extinguisher. 

2 aluminum  33-foot  ladders. 

14  foot  roof  ladder. 

Boots,  coats  axes,  etc. 

Two  reservoirs,  one  33,500  gallons  and  the  other  10,000  gallons,  and 
elevated  tank  62,500  gallons. 

One  3 h.p.  electric  siren  alarm. 

26  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 


TAX  STRUCTURE 

1955  Net  Assessment 

Land  100%  of  fair  value  $ 121,510 

Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value  811,720 

Business  178,268 

Power  26,920 


Total  $1,138,418 

Mill  Rate 

School  Municipal  Hospital  Total 

28  17  10  55  mills 

AREAS 

Area  of  town  399  acres 

Streets  and  Highways  56  acres 

Parks  and  Playgrounds  24  acres 

Miles  of  Roads  Paved  Gravel  Total 

Provincial  Main  2 2 

Streets  & Roads  IV2  2V2  dust  proof  4 

Lanes  and  Alleys  2 2 

Total  miles  8 


There  are  10  miles  of  concrete  sidewalks. 


SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 


Water  Main  Mileage  2575  feet 

Sewer  Main  Mileage  2455  feet 


POWER 

3 phase,  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a ten  year  franchise  by  the 
Calgary  Power  Limited. 

Rates: 

Domestic  Service 

Available  only  for  lighting,  heating,  cooking,  domestic  power  and  ordin- 
ary uses  in  private  houses  and  apartments  used  exclusively  for  residen- 
tial purposes. 

First  20  KW  hrs.  (or  less)  per  month  $2.60  gross  minimum,  subject 
to  30c  prompt  payment  discount,  making  $2.30  net  minimum. 

All  over  20  KW  hrs.  used  per  month,  lc  net  per  KW  hr. 

Note:  Discount  of  30c  applies  on  all  bills  paid  within  discount  period. 
The  foregoing  rate  applies  where  the  maximum  demand  does  not  exceed 
five  kilowatts.  Where  the  demand  exceeds  five  kilowatts,  an  additional 
monthly  demand  charge  of  50c  per  kilowatt  will  be  made. 


Connection  charge  for  new  customers  $1.00 

Reconnection  charge  $4.60 


Commercial  Service 

Available  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 

Service  Charge 

First  500  watts  of  installed  capacity  40c  per  month. 

Each  additional  250  watts  of  installed  capacity  10c  per  month. 

Energy  Charge 

First  50  KW  hrs.  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  10c  per  KW  hr. 
Next  150  KW  hrs.  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  5c  per  KW  hr. 

All  over  200  KW  hrs.  per  month  per  KW  of  installation  2V4C  per  KW. 

Discount:  10%  if  paid  within  discount  period,  based  on  the  even  dollars 
only  of  total  bill,  with  a minimum  discount  of  30c. 

Minimum  charge  $1.80  gross,  $1.50  net  per  month. 

Reconnection  charge  $3.00 

Power  Service 

A.C.  available  for  motors,  rectifiers,  commercial  heating  apparatus,  etc., 
in  commercial  establishments. 

Service  Charge 

$1.00  per  month  per  kilovolt-ampere  (KVA)  of  installation  (one  motor 
h.p.,  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  to  be  considered  equivalent 
to  1 KVA) . 


Energy  Charge 

First  50  KW  hrs.  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  10c  per  2 KW  hrs. 
Next  100  KW  hrs.  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  10c  per  3 KW  hrs. 

Over  100  KW  hrs.  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  10c  per  6 KW  hrs. 

Discount:  10%,  if  paid  within  discount  period,  based  on  the  even  dollar 
only  of  total  bill,  with  a minimum  discount  of  30c. 
Minimum  charge  $3.30  gross,  $3.00  net  per  month. 

Minimum  deposit  $2.00  per  h.p.  with  a minimum  of  $6.00 

Reconnection  charge  $6.00 

WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  5 wells.  It  is  pumped  into  a 62,500  gal.  elevated 
water  tank. 


Water  Analysis  - December.  1955  Parts  per  million 

Color  10 

Turbidity  trace 

Ph 8* 


Solids 

Suspended  trace 

Dissolved  1180 

Organic  48 

Mineral  1132 

Silica  (Si02)  5 

Iron  (Fe)  0.3 

Calcium  (Ca)  10 

Magnesium  (Mg.)  0 

Sodium  (Na)  422 

Bicarbonate  (HC03)  711 

Carbonate  trace 

Sulphate  (S04)  345 

Chloride  (CL)  6 

Nitrate  (N03)  0 

Alkalinity  583 

Total  Hardness  25 

Carbonate  Hardness  25 

Non-carbonate  hardness  0 

Hypothetical  Combinations 

Calcium  carbonate 25 

Magnesium  carbonate  0 

Sodium  carbonate  583 

Sodium  sulphate  509 

Sodium  chloride  10 

Organic  matter  48 

Silica  5 


Water  Rates: 


Domestic 

Water 

Sewer 

Total 


$2.50  per  month 
$2.00  per  month 
$4.50  per  month 


Commercial 

Garages  

Businesses  . 

School  

Hotels  

Hospital  


Water 

Sewer 

..  $ 3.00 

$ 3.00 

per  month 

..  $10.00 

$10.00 

per  month 

. $40.00 

$40.00 

per  month 

. $50.00 

$50.00 

per  month 

..  $60.00 

$60.00 

per  month 

FUELS 

Gas 

Gas  is  not  installed  in  the  town,  but  the  Provost  gas  field,  which  is  9 
miles  west  of  town,  has  a proven  reserve  of  over  57.1  billion  cu.  ft. 

L.P.  GAS 

Calorific  value  2521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $7.00 

Bulk  17c.  There  is  bulk  storage  of  33,000  U.S.A.  gallons. 

DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  vaue  135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Summer  grade  18.4  cents  per  gallon  plus  one  cent  tax 
Winter  grade  19.4  cents  per  gallon  plus  one  cent  tax 
Storage  capacity  27,000  gallons. 

COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Drumheller  and  Forestburg  fields. 

Stoker  Egg  Lump 

Rate  $7.50  $14.40  $16.40  delivered 

LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Straw 

Cereal 

Dairy  products  — milk,  cream,  butter 

Poultry  and  eggs 

Horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs 

Sand 

Gravel 

Natural  gas 


GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 


Federal 

Post  Office 

Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  Detachment  - 1 constable. 
Provincial 

Treasury  Branch  Agency 
Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Provost  School  Division  No.  33 

Municipal 

Town  Office,  housing  Secretary  Treasurer,  Committee  Rooms 
Public  Library 
Fire  Hall 

Police  Department 

Municipal  District  of  Provost  No.  52 

Utility  Man 

Jail 

Water  Department 
Garbage  collected  semi-weekly 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


Provost  Municipal  Hospital  No.  12  has  31  beds  and  is  staffed  by  one 
matron,  seven  registered  nurses  and  three  nurses’  aides,  and  one  labor- 
atory technician. 


Rates: 


Ratepayers  Non-Ratepayers 

Public  Wards  only  $1.60  per  day  $10.50  per  day 

Non-Ratepayers  may  obtain  ratepayer  benefits  for  $10.00  per  year. 


There  are  also: 


3 Private  Practising  Physicians 

1 Dentist 

2 Drug  Stores 


PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  SERVICES 

(not  including  health  services) 

Type  of  Establishments  Number  of  Establishments 


Beauty  Parlors 
Barber  Shops 
Watch  Repairs 


1 

1 

2 


TRANSPORTATION 


Canadia  nPacific  Railway  - Edmonton  to  Winnipeg  via  Provost. 
Sunburst  Motor  Coach  - daily  service  Edmonton  to  Saskatoon 
Daily  truck  service  to  Edmonton.  Twice  daily  service  Edmonton  to 
Provost. 

NEWSPAPERS 

Provost  News  - circulation  912  weekly. 

COMMUNICATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs 
Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Post  Office 

Air  Mail  through  Post  Office 

Nearest  radio  stations  - Edmonton  CJCA,  CFRN,  CKUA,  CHFA,  CHED 
and  CBX. 

Television  - Station  CFRN-TV 

Local  Amateur  Radio  Station  and  Air  Cadet  Radio  Station 


FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

The  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce 
Treasury  Branch  Agency 


HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms 

Single  Rates 

Licensed 

Provost  40 

$1.75  up 

Yes 

TOURIST  CAMPS 

Trailer  Park  - Town  owned 

Rates:  Winter  - $ 7.00  per  month 

Summer  - $10.00  per  month 

Water 

connected. 

CHURCHES 

Roman  Catholic 
Anglican 

United  Church  of  Canada 
Gospel  Mission 
Norwegian  Lutheran 
Pentecostal 

LODGES 

Masonic 
Eastern  Star 
I.O.O.F. 

Rebekahs 

Knights  of  Columbus 


SERVICE  CLUBS 


Board  of  Trade 
Canadian  Legion 

Ladies’  Auxiliary  to  the  Canadian  Legion 
Community  Chest 
Hospital  Auxiliary 

SOCIETIES 

Junior  Red  Cross 

Alberta  Association  of  Registered  Nurses 
Fish  and  Game  Association 
Home  and  School  Association 


EDUCATION 

Provost  is  in  the  Provost  School  Division  No.  33.  The  Town  School  has 
16  rooms  with  16  teachers,  and  provides  for  grades  1 to  12  inclusive. 
There  are  200  pupils  in  the  public  school  and  170  students  in  the  high 
school.  Eight  vans  bring  the  outlying  pupils  to  the  Town  schools. 

The  following  optional  subjects  are  offered: 

Typewriting;  Bookkeeping;  Home  Economics  (2  courses) ; Woodwork, 
(2  courses) ; Farm  & Home  Mechanics;  Electricity;  Arts  & Crafts;  Music; 
Metal  Work;  General  Mathematics;  Psychology  and  Sociology;  Biology 
and  Drama. 

CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Public  Library  which  was  started  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  now  has  a 
Library  Board.  The  town  pays  the  rent  and  lights,  also  gives  the  library 
a grant.  The  Provincial  Government  Library  grant  and  membership 

fees. 

Junior  Choir 
Adult  Education 
Square  Dance  Club 
Piano  Teachers 
Square  Dance  Instructors 


THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Royal  Theatre 

300 

yes 

no 

Elks’  Hall 

500 

yes 

yes 

I.O.O.F.  Hall 

150 

no 

yes 

YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
Boys 

Wolf  Cubs 
Air  Cadets 
Boys  Club 

SPORTS 
Baseball,  senior  and  junior 
Little  League  Baseball 
Hockey,  senior  and  junior 
Softball 
Basketball 
Football 
Soccer 
Tennis 
Golf 

Badminton 

Curling 

Open  air  skating  and  hockey  rink.  Covered  curling  rink  with  four 
sheets  of  natural  ice. 

Nine-hole  Golf  Course 
Playgrounds  for  children 
School  grounds  for  sport. 

Good  hunting  is  to  be  found  nearby,  also  fishing. 

FAIRS 

Sports  Day  only. 

HISTORIC  SITES 

Peace  Cairns  War  Memorial  in  honour  of  the  soldiers  in  the  first  and 
second  World  Wars. 

CO-OPERATIVES 

Central  Alberta  Livestock  Shipping  Association 

Alberta  Pool  Elevator 

United  Grain  Growers 

Alberta  Poultry  Producers 

Co-op  Oil  Distributors 

Co-op  Farm  Machinery  Distributors 


Girls 

C.G.I.T. 

Explorers 

Catholic  Young  People 
Girls  Club 


INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Accountants  1 

Ambulance  Service  1 

Auction  Market  1 

Auto  Body  Shop  1 


Implements 
Ins.  & Real  Estate 

1 Jewellers 


Barbers  2 * * 

Books  & Stationery  see  Drug  Store 
Bowling  Alleys  1 (not  open) 

Butchers  2 * 2 

Building  Contractors  2 * * 

Blacksmith  1 * * 


Cartage  Delivery 

Chiropractors  

Clothing  (Wo’s.&Child) 

Coal  Dealers 

Cold  Storage  Lockers 

Dentists 

Doctors 

Drugs  

Dry  Cleaners 

Dry  Goods  Stores  


Egg  Grading  st’ns 
Electrical  Appliances 
Electrical  Contractors 

Funeral  Parlors 
Furniture  Store 

Garages  & Service  stns 
Grain  Elevators 
General  Stores 
Groceries 

Hair  Dressers 

Hardware 

Hotels 


3 * * * 

1 * * * 

1**1 
5 * * 5 

1 * 1 1 

1 * * * 

3 * * * 

2 * * 2 

3 agencies  call 
3**3 

1*1* 

1**1 

2 * * * 


6 * * 6 

8 (446,000  bu.) 
1 * * 1 

3 * * 3 


Lawyer  

Lumber  Yards 

Milk  Distributors 
Music  Teachers 


Optometrists 
Oil  Distributors 


calling  weekly 
2*22 


Painters  & Decorators 

Plumbers 

Pool  Rooms 

Power  Office  

Printing  Shops 
Propane  Gas  Dist. 

Radio  Repair 
Restaurants 

Shoe  Repair 
Sign  Writers 
Sporting  Goods 
Second  Hand  Store 
Seed  Cleaning  plant  .... 
Square  Dance  Teacher 

Theatres 

Tinsmiths 

Variety  Stores 


Watch  Repairs 
Welding,  Machine  shop 
Woodworking 


1 * 1 

4 * * 

1 calling 


2 * * h 

2 * * :! 

1 * * *. 

1 * * :! 

11*1 
1 * * 1 

1 * * ] 

4 * * =s 

1 *■  * * 

1 * * :! 

see  Hardware 
see  Hardware 

1 * * =i 

l * * * 


SITES 

Sites  with  electricity  for  large  or  small  industries  along  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  tracks,  or  along  the  highway,  are  available.  Homesites 
are  also  available. 


INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

TV.e  Provost  district  is  practically  100  per  cent  rural  electrified.  The 
majoirty  of  the  farms  are  of  the  mixed  farm  type.  A large  amount  of 
poultry  is  shippe  deach  year  from  the  district. 

Businesses  that  are  needed  for  the  town  and  district  are:  Bakery,  Laun- 
dry and  Dry  Cleaner,  a small  Creamery.  Professional  men  required  in- 
clude a lawyer. 


PROVOST  MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL  Presently  holding  a Provisional  Accreditation 


ONE  OF  THE  MANY  Beautiful  Streets  in  Provost 
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